March 1, 2006

HSA’S WILL CAUSE MORE
PROBLEMS THAN THEY SOLVE

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker,
for 5 years there was a silence at the
White House about the issue of health
care and how it is deteriorating in this
country. The access has gotten worse
and worse and worse under this admin-
istration.

The other night, in the State of the
Union, the President, apparently the
polling told him there is a problem out
there. So he came out here with an-
other one of his Band-Aids: Let’s give
everybody a health savings account. A
more ridiculous proposal could not
have been made on the floor to deal
with the problems of average Ameri-
cans.

To expect average Americans to be
able to put aside enough money to pay
a $10,000 deductible and then buy a cat-
astrophic plan is simply not from the
real world. The average American in
this country is fighting day to day,
paycheck to paycheck, and our Presi-
dent comes up with another one of his
tax giveaways to the rich.

The only people who benefit from
this are wealthy people who can take
10,000 bucks out of their pocket and
pay it when it comes due. We ought to
stop that and start a debate in this
House between the Democrats and Re-
publicans. That is the only way we will
get sensible health care coverage for
all Americans. They deserve it.

———

THE IMPACT OF ILLEGAL
IMMIGRATION ON RANCHERS

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, today
I rise to discuss the impact that illegal
immigration has on the ranchers along
the Mexican border. I recently spent a
week along the Mexican-California bor-
der to see firsthand how bad the prob-
lem was and what Congress could do to
fix it.

I sat down in the living rooms of four
different families who own ranches
along the border. One couple, Ed and
Donna Tisdale, documented on home
video 13,000 illegal aliens crossing their
property in one year alone.

The Tisdales had their barbed wire
fences cut by illegals running off the
family’s cattle. When their dogs barked
to scare off intruders, the dogs were
poisoned.

Another rancher told me about nu-
merous break-ins at his home while his
family slept, as illegal aliens tried to
find food and clothing. One morning his
daughters had gone out to feed their
pet bunny rabbits, only to find them
skinned and taken for food by illegal
aliens trying to escape to a nearby
highway.

Madam Speaker, the House has re-
cently passed a tough border security
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bill. I urge the Senate to act now to ad-
dress this problem.

VIEW FROM THE COUNTRY CLUB

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, the
view from the country club is great. We
have heard a few Republicans waxing
poetic about how good the economy is.
Jobs, prosperity, happy days are here
again. All due to the tax cuts.

There is a real result to the tax cuts.
Last year we had the largest deficit in
the history of the United States. We
borrowed hundreds of billions of dollars
and we are going to hand the bill only
to people who work for wages and sal-
ary, who generally earn less than
$100,000 a year, and to their kids and
grandkids.

The wealthy should not pay any por-
tion of that in their version of America
because they are the wealth genera-
tors. The fourth increase in the na-
tional debt since George Bush took of-
fice; 60 percent increase in the national
debt. That is the result of their tax cut
policies.

And wages, they have not budged: 99
percent of the people in America work-
ing for wages and salaries saw their
real incomes decline last year. One per-
cent did well, those $300,000 and up, and
$1.3 million and up, they did great. And
those are the folks they were having
lunch with when they heard how great
the economy is in America. I wonder
who picked up the tab.

—————
WELCOMING PRIME MINISTER
BERLUSCONI TO THE UNITED
STATES CONGRESS
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, the Italian Govern-
ment has transformed into a vibrant
democracy that delivers liberty and op-
portunity.

While Italy has historically been rec-
ognized for its extraordinary beauty
and rich culture, today it is respected
internationally as a champion of free-
dom.

Today, Congress is honored to be
joined by Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi, a man who has furthered
democracy in his country and through-
out the world. As an ally in the global
war on terrorism, he has led thousands
of Italian troops to join American sol-
diers in stopping the spread of terror in
Afghanistan and Iraq, protecting
Italian and American families.

As President Bush said yesterday,
Prime Minister Berlusconi is a man
who keeps his word. His steady friend-
ship demonstrates his strong belief in
persistence and international coopera-
tion.

I join my colleagues in welcoming
him to the United States Congress.
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In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

———

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY PEACE
CORPS

(Mr. FARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise
today for some very good news. It is
news the history of this country’s anni-
versary of the Peace Corps. When I was
a college student, I was really im-
pressed that the President of the
United States, John F. Kennedy, had
asked the people of this country to ask
what they could do for their country,
not what the country could do for
them.

And since then, people have been
joining the Peace Corps. In fact, 182,000
people have served in the Peace Corps,
serving in over 138 countries. Now, why
is it so important to celebrate the 45th
anniversary of the Peace Corps? Well,
in the first case, we just recently heard
from General Abizaid, who is the su-
preme commander in the Middle East,
that peace can never be obtained until
Americans learn to cross the cultural
divide. A very profound statement from
a warrior.

I ask those persons in the United
States who want to help sustain the
peace in this world to join the Peace
Corps. It will be the greatest job, hard-
est job you have ever enjoyed. I did it
when I was a young college student. I
invite others at any age to join today.

Americans have served as a testa-
ment to this country. I hope they will
continue for many years.

——————

PEACE CORPS

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Madam Speaker, I salute
Mr. FARR on his work with the Peace
Corps, and I rise too as well to salute
that 45th anniversary.

President Kennedy, as was men-
tioned, started the Peace Corps and
asked his brother-in-law, R. Sargent
Shriver to command, and appointed
him as the first director. As the year
progressed, the program continued to
grow, sending volunteers to Ghana,
Tanzania, Colombia, the Philippines,
Chile, and St. Lucia. More than 5,000
applicants took the first exams to
enter the Peace Corps. It has grown
significantly in numbers.

I recently had the opportunity to
meet with a number of volunteers who
were currently working in Guatemala
and appreciate the hard work that they
are doing in the destitute regions of
that country. I would also like to sa-
lute and commend the following con-
stituents from my district who have
been serving in the Peace Corps in
those various countries: Benjamin An-
drews in South Africa, Megan Chodora
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in Moldova, Pat Koester in Thailand,
Michael Kreidler in the Ukraine,
Merril Miceli in Kazakhstan, and
Patrina Ngo in Kyrgyztan.

Thanks to those volunteers and the
others in our Nation who help make
the Peace Corps fulfill its international
humanitarian mission. My hat is off to
President Kennedy on its 45th anniver-
sary and all of those who have served.

——

[ 1300
HONORING OUR BRAVE VETERANS

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, last week when
we were home I had the occasion to
present various medals and awards to
veterans in my district. The Fifth Con-
gressional District is home to the high-
est number of veterans of any Member
of Congress. There were medals and
awards for those who served in World
War II, the Korean War and Vietnam.

We need to stop and pause and cer-
tainly thank our veterans from all of
those wars, thank them for the free-
doms that we, as Americans, enjoy
today. Without a doubt, these people
came home from being at war, started
their lives, built our country into the
great country that it is today, and
never really asked for anything back
from their country. They did not get a
lot of the medals that they deserved.

Now that they are getting a little bit
older, they are getting perhaps a little
sentimental and they wanted to have
those medals. We worked with the vet-
erans and got the medals and presented
those awards in the majority of the
eight counties that I represent.

My hat is off to the veterans of all of
the wars and those young men and
women currently serving today. We
thank them for their bravery.

————

MORATORIUM ON PRIVATE
TRAVEL

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, mil-
lions of Americans are troubled by re-
cent revelations concerning privately
funded travel, and Congress, in my
judgment, should ban privately funded
travel until a system of prior approval
can be established within the frame-
work of the House Ethics Committee.

While private travel permits Mem-
bers of Congress to expand their knowl-
edge of issues affecting the Nation and
the world without burdening tax-
payers, recent revelations have served
to undermine public confidence about
this practice, and I believe it should be
suspended until new safeguards can be
put in place to ensure accountability
and transparency. Congress must take
bold action to restore the confidence of
the American people in the integrity of
our national legislature.
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I commend Speaker HASTERT and
Chairman DAVID DREIER for offering a
bold vision of ethics reform and urge
my colleagues to join me in supporting
their efforts today.

———

PEACE IN KOSOVO

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, in
the State of the Union, the President
focused on the need to not only beat
the terrorists on their own soil, but to
take the offensive in bringing the hope
of political freedom and peaceful
change to hopeless lands.

I recently had the honor of meeting
with our soldiers who are serving in
Kosovo and are doing just that. I was
glad to be able to thank them for their
service and to hear their concerns.

American troops have been keeping
the peace in Kosovo, along with our
NATO allies, since 1999. We have about
1,700 troops participating in peace-
keeping operations in Kosovo, and we
must let them know that their service
is not forgotten. Their presence brings
stability to a troubled region and sup-
ports the development of a functioning
legal system, the respect for property
rights, and the growth of a robust econ-
omy.

These pillars will form the founda-
tion of a free and democratic Kosovo,
ensuring that our soldiers and their
sacrifices will not be in vain.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
CAPITO). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

———

HONORING JUSTICE SANDRA DAY
O’CONNOR

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.

357) honoring Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor.
The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 357

Whereas Justice Sandra Day O’Connor was
born on March 26, 1930, in El Paso, Texas,
and grew up in both El Paso and south-
eastern Arizona on her family’s ranch;

Whereas Justice Sandra Day O’Connor
graduated magna cum laude from Stanford
University in 1950 with a baccalaureate de-
gree in economics;

Whereas Justice Sandra Day O’Connor
graduated from Stanford Law School and
was ranked third in a class of 102 graduates;

Whereas Justice Sandra Day O’Connor
completed law school in 2 years, instead of
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the customary 3, and served on the Stanford
Law Review;

Whereas Justice Sandra Day O’Connor en-
tered the public sector after her graduation
from Stanford Law School as a deputy coun-
ty attorney for San Mateo County in Cali-
fornia, after she was unable to secure a posi-
tion in a number of private law firms that
employed very few, if any, women as attor-
neys;

Whereas Justice Sandra Day O’Connor
served as Assistant Attorney General of Ari-
zona from 1965 to 1969;

Whereas Justice Sandra Day O’Connor was
appointed to the Arizona State Senate in
1969 and was subsequently reelected to 2 2-
year terms;

Whereas Justice Sandra Day O’Connor be-
came the State Senate Majority Leader in
Arizona in 1973, the first woman to serve in
that position in any State;

Whereas Justice Sandra Day O’Connor was
elected in 1975 as a judge on the Maricopa
County Superior Court in Arizona, and
served in that position until 1979;

Whereas Justice Sandra Day O’Connor was
appointed to the Arizona Court of Appeals in
1979 and served in that position until her
confirmation as an Associate Supreme Court
Justice;

Whereas in 1981, President Ronald Reagan
nominated Sandra Day O’Connor to be the
102d Supreme Court justice and the first fe-
male member of the Supreme Court;

Whereas Sandra Day O’Connor was con-
firmed by the United States Senate unani-
mously on September 21, 1981, and took her
seat on the Supreme Court on September 25,
1981;

Whereas the elevation of Sandra Day
O’Connor as the first female justice of the
Supreme Court helped pave the way for more
women to enter into the legal profession;

Whereas in 2004, women accounted for ap-
proximately half of all students enrolled in
law school, compared to 35 percent of law
students in 1981 and just 4 percent of law stu-
dents when Justice O’Connor graduated from
Stanford Law School in 1952;

Whereas Justice Sandra Day O’Connor has
left a thoughtful and enduring mark on
American jurisprudence, which has been
molded through her wisdom and strong char-
acter; and

Whereas Justice Sandra Day O’Connor
blazed new trails for her gender and is a role
model for all Americans; Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) honors Justice Sandra Day O’Connor on
the occasion of her retirement from the
United States Supreme Court;

(2) commends Justice Sandra Day O’Con-
nor for her hard work and dedication to the
law; and

(3) recognizes Justice Sandra Day O’Con-
nor as a pioneer for women in law, helping
women become a permanent and integral
part of the legal profession.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) and
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
ZOE LOFGREN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on House Resolution 357 cur-
rently under consideration.
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